14 RIGHTS' OF MAN. 

they were plotting againft others ; and thofe who fell, met, not tin- 
ju(th% the punifhment- they were preparing to execute. But will 
Mr. Burke fay,, that if this plot, contrived with the fubtilty of 
an ambuicade, had fucceeded, the fuccefsful party would have 
retrained their wrath fo foon ? Let the hiftory of all old o-overn- 
ments aniwer the queftion. & 

Whom has the National Attembly brought to the fcaffold ? 

j nC i Q , WCre t^ifelves ^ ie devoted vidims of this plot; 
and they have not retaliated ; why then are they charged with re- 
venge they have not a<fted ? In the tremendous breaking forth of 
a whole people, in which all degrees, tempers and chara&ers are 
confounded, and delivering themfelves, by a miracle of exertion, 
from the deftrudhon meditated again# them, is it to be expetfed 
that nothing will happen ? When men are fore with the fenfe of 
opprettions, and menaced with the profpe# of new ones is the 
calmnefs of philo fophy, or the palfy of infenftbility, to be looked 
for? Mr. Burke exclaims again# outrage ; yet the greateft is that 
which himfelf has committed. His book is a volume of outrage 
not apologized for by the impulfe of a moment, but* cKerifhed 
through a fpace of ten months; yet Mr. Burke had no provocation 
— no life, no intereft at ftake. 

More of the citizens fell in this #ruggle than of their opponents : 
but four or five perfons were feized by the populace, and inftantly 
put to death ; the Governor of the Baftille, and the Mayor of Paris 
who was detefl£d in the aft of betraying them; and afterwards 
roulon, one of the new miniftry, and Berthier his fon-in-iaw, who 
had accepted the office of Intendant of Paris. Their hfcads were 
ftuck upon i pikes, and carried about the city ; and it is unon this 
mode of puniffiment that Mr. Burke builds a ereat pa^t of his 
tragic fcene. Let us therefore examine how men came by the idea 
of punilhing in this manner. 

They learn it from the goverments they live under, and retaliate 
the pumfhments they have been accuftomed to behold. The heads 
ftuck upon fpikes, which remained for years upon Temple-bar, 
differed nothing in the horror of the fcene from thofe carried about 
upon ipikes at i aris yet this was done by the English government. 
It may perhaps be faid, that it fignifies nothing to a man what is 
done to him after he is dead ; but it figniiies much to the livin'*: 
it either tortures their feelings, or hardens their hearts; and in 
either cafe, it inftrudts them how to punilh when power falls into 
their hands. 

Lay then the axe to the root, and teach governments humanity. 
It is their fanguinary punifhments which corrupt mankind. In 
Ln gland, tne puniffiment in certain cafes, is by hangwg, drawing, 
and quartering ; the heart of the fufferer is cut out, and held up to 
the view of the populace. In France, under the former ,r overn- 
ment, the punifhments were riot lefs barbarous. Who dees not re- 
member the execution of Damien, torn to pieces by herfes? The 
effeft of thofe cruel fpeftades exhibited to the populace, is to de- 
ftroy tendernefs, or excite revenge; and by the bafe and falfe idea' 
of governing men by terror, imtead of reafon > they become pre- 
cedents. 
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cedents It is over the loweft clafs of mankind that government 
bv terror is intended to operate, and it is on them that it operates 
to the worft effea. They have fenfe enough to feel they are the 
obieas aimed at; and they inflia in their turn the examples of 
terror they have been inftruaed to praftife. 

There is in all European countries, a large clafs of people of 
that defeription which in England is called the “ mob. Of this 
clafs were thofe who committed the burnings and devastations m 
London in 1780, and of this clafs were thofe who carried the heads 
upon fpikes in Paps. Foulon and Berthier were taken up in the 
country, and fent to Paris, to undergo their examination at the 
Hotel de Ville; for the National Affembly, immediately on the 
new miniftry coming into office, patted a decree, which they com- 
municated to the King and Cabinet, that they (the National Af- 
fembly) would hold the miniftry, of which Foulon was one, re- 
fponftble for the meafures they were advifing and purfuing ; but 
■ the mob, incenfed at the appearance of Foulon and Berthier, tore 
them from their condudors before they were carried to the Hotel 
de Ville, and executed them on the fpot. Why then does Mr. 
Burke charge outrages of this kind on a whole people ? As well 
may he charge the riots and outrages of 1780 on all the people of 
London, or thofe in Ireland on all his countrymen. 

But every thing we fee or hear offenfive to our feelings, and 
derogatory to the^human character, fhould lead to other reftedfions 
than thofe of reproach. Even the beings who commit them have 
fome claim to our confideration. How then is it that fuch vaft 
claffes of mankind as are diftinguilhed by the appellation of the 
vulgar, or the ignorant, mob, are fo numerous in all old countries i 
The inftant we aik ourfelves this queftion, reflection feels an an- 
fwer. They arife, as an unavoidable confequence, out of the ill 
conftrudlion of all old governments in Europe, England included 
with the reft. It is by diftortedly exalting force men, that others 
are diftortedly debafed, till the whole is out of nature. A vaft 
mafs of mankind are degradedly thrown into the back-ground of 
the human picture, to bring forward with greater glare, the puppet- 
fhow of ftate and ariftocracy. In the commencement of a Revo- 
lution, thofe men are rather the followers of the camp than of the 
Jiandard of liberty, and have yet to be inftru&d how to re- 
verence it. # • 

I give to Mr. Burke all his theatrical exaggerations for fadls, and 
I then a(k him, if they do not eftablifh the certainty of what I here 
lay down ? Admitting them to be true, they (hew the neceffity of 
the French Revolution, as much as any one thing he could have 
atterted. Thefe outrages were not the effect of the principles of 
the Revolution, but of the degraded mind that exifted before the 
Revolution, and which the Revolution is calculated to reform. 
Place them then to their proper caufe, and take the reproach of 
them to your own lide. 

It is to the honour of the National Attembly, and the city of 
Paris, that during fuch a tremendous fcene of arms and confufion, 
beyond the controul of all authority, they have been able, by the 
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